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- Change in Bill May Help Contras
Ban on Aid From 77zird_,Countries Was E(;sed at Last Minute

ment on the change in the aid Pro-  he then agreed to revise the lan-
vision. Government officials and guage, replacing the bap against
: — other sources spoke about it on con- any'"understanding” with a prohi-
. . The Reagan administration e dition they not be identified by  bition against any White House
f tgr:neeredfa !35“"?(;","“’— zhange M hame. B ' promise to give a third country mil-
- 1@ new foreign aid law t at appar- _ Some  congressional aides said  itary aid in exchange for helping the
segatrl]i'iiﬁnngtit‘tt: tgt}:::cgoz?]tr?::etz they now " believe the administra-  contras, Pell said he believes the
- ship mifitary aid to rebels fighting tion’s t§c1t_‘app;oval _of the “third- two versions “really say the same
. ‘the government of Niéaragua, u.s. = country ﬁthp ments might hz!ve qor’1~ thing. ' o s
. government officials say. - flicted with the foreign and bill’s .One State . Depar;ment official
" Congressional Democrats who, OFiginal language. o said ‘the administration was con- -
! accepted  the behind-the-scenes The_change in the bllls_ language Serned that the Pell languagq would
' change shortly before the law’s en. ©AMe in an unusual parliamentary take away from the sovereign de-
" actment now say they were yp. Move after House and Senate ne- cisions” of other countries to aid the
! aware that several U.S, allies re-  8otiators had finished yvork July 26 contras. ‘ ‘ o
,‘_portedly had cleared.with {hé..White on the ‘measure, w{hlch provides 'A Republican congressional aide
House their plans to send miiitary $}2;7 billion in assistance world- saxd'St_atg Department officials felt
aid to the counterrevolutionaries,  Wide and $27 million in nonlethal the original language would have
" also called contras, i aid to the Nicaraguan rebels, “hampered” administration plans
-+ Various sources close to the reb- - When the conference ended, the  and might have blocked the White
* els have said assistance has come = bill -contained language stating: House from talking to countries
.+ from Israel, South Korea, Taiwan,  “The United Stateg - . shall enter  aboyt providing nonlethal aid to the
i Guatema]a" Honduras and Venezue- into no understanding, either formal  contras.
ifas : or informal, under which a recipient The aide said the change would
:’ Those “third-country” shipments  of U.S. economic or military assist- appear to allow the administration

! have h heT_h\LLv—-l €d_the contras sustam ance . . . shall provide assistance of  to solicit military aid for the rebels
;. their war aga; ]

nst Nicaragua’s leftist any kind to” the contras, from friendly governments as long

; .mﬂm Earlier, Rep. Benjamin A. Gilman as the flow of US, assistance to
;. songressional cutoff of Central In- (R-N.Y.) had told the negotiators  those countries js not used to co-
. ;. te lFence gency aid in , ac<  that President Reagan might veto erce their help, The final language
| * ) Cording to Private and government the bill if the wording were not  bars any “arrangement condition-
» ' _sources close to the rebels, .changed. ing, expressly or impliedly” for U S,
] . : The White House and the State _ Sen. Claiborne Pell (D-R.I.),_ the " aid to a country in exchange for its ,
; Departmenl_: said they:had no com-  author of the original language, said helping the contras, :
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